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Userut HINTS for OLD BOYS. 


To the EDITOR, 

SIR, 

Have lately fomewhere feen it remarked that it is difficult 

to grow old, and, indeed, if we look around us, and bea 
hold the juvenile pranks of elderly perfons, we fhall at leaft 
be convinced that if it is not difficult to grow old, it is very 
painful to acknowledge it. ‘“‘ To flourifh in immortal 
youth,” isa moft pleafing fpeculation, and fuch an exiftence 
would by many be preferred to a Mahomet’s paradife. 
Hence we fee fo many apeing the tricks of young men, al« 
though oppofed by all the debilities of age ; dancing, al- 
though they have fcarce breath fufficient to afcend a pair of 
ftairs, and finging, although repeatedly interrupted by a 
cough. 

Butall this will not do.—A man may /weer off from the 
approach of old age, or he may blot out the regifter in hopes 
to’ keep his acquaintances in the dark : Yet all this availeth 
him not. Age has certain indelible marks which paint will 
but faintly cover, and want of ftrength is what a man may 
imitate much better than he can put on the vigour of a Her- 
cules, or the agility of a Veftris. Still, how difficult it is to 
allow all this ! How /hameful to be obliged to confefs that 
the days of health and flrength are paft, that he who charmed 
by his motions, muft now be content to fit ftill, and he who 
could with impunity exceed in the pleafures of the table, 
muft be nourifhed by broths, and fupperted by medicine. 
Vor. XXXII, 358 Xe 
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It has been faid that life is fweet. It would perhaps be 
more correét to fay that youth is fweet, for when that period 
is paft, all wifh to return to it. None have any pleafure in 
contemplating what is to come, andall recolleétions are pain- 
ful except thofe of merriment, joviality, and gaiety. A re- 
trofpeét of the amufements of youth continues to pleafe in 
fome degree in narration. The hare and the buck are again 
hunted down in a tedious ftory ; the watchman’s head and 
lanthorn are again broke in an angry tone, and feats of gal- 
lantry are again performed in imagination. 
~ Yet, ftill, all this is du¢ imagination. We figh to think 
that fuch things have been and will no more be, that we can 
no longer lead in a midnight frolic, no longer ftorm a ta. 
vern, or fpread difmay among the guardians of the night, 
no longer be the munificent patrons of waiters and poftboys, 
no longer be tamed for being able to bear much wine, and 
be iatisfied with little fleep. All this is over ; and our com- 
fortis centre in the ann-chair, the wrappings of flannel, and 
the blazing hearth. We hear the noife of joy and revelry 
without being able-to partake of it, and when we do pluck 
up a little {pirit, and try to mimic the ftrength of former 
days, that one word, that little word o/d, damps ‘all our mer- 
riment, and we fink with {hame upon our couch, as acon- 
firmation that it has not been mifapplied in our cafe. 

*. When does a man grow old ?” is a queftion which has 
been oiten agitated, but never determined. | It cannot, in- 
deed, be determined in a general way. It would then ope- 
rate as a lentence upon all mankind equally. The once 
beautitul, gay, and fafhionable Flirtilla ufed to declare, that 
a woman was not fil to dive after forty, and that. if fhe was 
fo mean-fpirited as to furvive that age, fhe ought to be put 
outof her pain by others. Alas! Flirtilla paft this age ten 
years ago, and flill hives, to exhibit a fine piece of ruins— 
ruins which we fhould prize if our tafte in gallantry and in 
ai hite¢iure were the fame. 

‘Liere are old young men and there are young old men. 
Som thirty are ancient in all their faculties, worn out 
with a vasicty of experiments to acquire aknowledge of the 
world, as it is called ; trained up to be fine jolly fellows 
from their infancy ; at fitteen are bucks of f{pirit, at twenty 
can carry o't their three bottlesa man; but at thirty die i 
the feajoning! leaving their fathers hale and hearty, and 
able to provide themlelves with other heirs. 

Difficult to grow old!’ faid a friend of mine the other 
day-—-why that might have been the cafe formerly, but now 
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it is the eaficft thing in nature. Every boy and girl) can 
grow old before one has time to learn that they are come 
into the world. All the difficulty is in getting them to con- 
fefs it, and in endeavouring to grow. young again. 

There are fi:ll fome of the true old. Englith breed left, 
who are called O/d Boys, fellows who feem to defy the raz 
vages Of time, and find it amazingly difficult to grow olds 
The monkies are faid to imitate all the a¢tions of a man exs 
cept fpeech. The o/d doy imitates no a@tion unlefs in fpeech. 
If you believe him, he is the youngett, ftrongeft, moft clever 
and aétive fellow in the world. What is it he cannot do, 
or boaft of doing ? Yet all this you had beit believe at 
once, for if you put him to the proof, it 1s odds. but you 
will find he has been fighting his old battles over again, and 
that he is not the man he was forty fummers ago. 

It is very painful for an o/d boy to decay, and he leaves 
no means untried to keep up his charter, as he call it.. -Itas 
a confeflion not to be wrung trom him but with great agony; 
that he cannot drink fo much as he did, that his appetite fails 
him, that he does not teel quite fo ftrong as he ufed to-do; 
that he cannot leap on his horfe as he was wont, that he does 
not reft o’nights, and in thort that old age will come, Thefe 
are acknowledgements of a very mortifying kind, and it 3% 
fuppofed moft generally made in fecret, or given in confi- 
denceto the phy fician. 

A late writer obferves of the following lines from Janeé 
Shore, 
forgot to pleafe, 


ee . , 
My form alas ! has long 
The days of beauty and delight are o’er,’ 


that this bitter confeffion proceeded from the féx peculiarly 
framed to pride itfelf in beauty of form. But, he adds, 
acknowledgement of age is unpalatable even to man. ‘This 
averfion is ufually imputed to vanity, yet it does not always 
proceed from vanity, but often from want of confcioyfnefs, 
The mind docs not grow old by equal fteps with the body, 
The fpan of life is fo fhort, that to {trong memory and lively 
imagination every part of it may be faid to be prefent. 
The fpirits of infancy, and the animated fcenes of youth, feem 
but of yeflerday. The perfon who is. now fhoved off the 
flaze, has in frelh remembrance his being confidered as a 
child, recolicéts himfelf repreffed and negieéted by the 
fenior part of the company, and cannot believe that tna 
fpace to him apparently fo fhort, he can have occupied the 
place of thofe who defpifed his youth; his fpirits, perhaps, 
39 2 are 
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are good—his health not impaired, his foul is young, and 
he will not credit the decay of his body. Much flronger 
muft the deception be with the fofter fex, whofe reign of 
fafhion and admiration feldom exceeds the trifling period of 
ten yearsat moft. The paffage is too fhort, the voyage too 
pleafant, to let them liften to the pilot t2me, announcing that 
the gale of adulation has ceafed to blow, that the tide of 
pleafure and admiration has fubfided, and left the veffel far 
on fhore. 

All this is very fine and very true——But here is the great 
fecret—** The mind does not grow old by equal fteps with 
the body,” anda want of attention to this is what, I am 
afraid, occafions the great difficulty fome perfons find in 
growing old. Becaufe the mind is in full power, they think 
the body muft follow it. Becaufe they can ¢a/k great things, 
they think they can do great things. Alas! what can the 
mind do after the body begins to walk off ? The mind may 
be a very pleafant regifier of pait events (and I with it were 
always a pleafant regilter of fuch), but without its former 
able affiftant, it cando no more. We may raife our voices, 
eal] aloud, utter terrible threats of terrible things ; but what 
is all this when the legs are cafed in flannel, and the head 
fhaken with the palfy ? 

Do you with, gentle reader, to know when you grow old, 
Truft to your feelings, and never think of what you have 
been, but what you are. So fhall we again fee a revival of 
old men and old women (at prefent, particularly the latter, 
very fcarce articles), and no perfon fhall pretend to be young 
and vigorous, who cannot back his pretenfions by health and 
ftrength. 

** ‘When does a man grow old ?” This queftion will be 
perpetually recurring. I fhall fay but afew words to it. | 
Weall know to how many years men’s lives in generab ex. 
tend—~and we may obferve how they carry their age, as it is 
called. Let us confider that in the firft place; and in the 
fecond, let me inform you, my dear readers, that although 
there may be exceptions, as there are to all general rules, 
which neverthelefs do not deftroy thofe rules, you may be 
pretty certain that if you are paft forty, You HAVE TURNED 
THE CORNER ! 

I am, your’s, &c. 


DEMI-SENEX. 


Defcri plion 








and 
ger 
n of 
1 of 
too 
that 


far 


“eat 
ith 
am 
in 
ink 
BS, 
he 
ay 
re 
ler 
2S, 
iat 


ad 
d, 


ve 


aw em 66 


— ra ae 













































THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 425 
Defcription of a Farm at the Cape of Good Hope. 
{From Stavorinus’s Voyages, 3 vols. 8vo. juft publithed. ] 


BOUT four o’clock in the afternoon, we came to the 

farm of Melk, which at a diflance, and indeed clofe 

by, appeared like a whole village. It lies among the moun- 

tains, upon the gentle declivity of a high ridge, and on the 

banks of an ever-running ftream, which Melk has led, along 

his farm, between two brick walls, like a canal, and which 
turns a water-mill, for the purpofe of grinding his corn. 

His dwelling houfe, whic! was of a confiderable fize, had 
four or five large and handfome rooms, all furnifhed in a 
neat, and even in a coftly ftile, fo that it more refembled a 
gentleman’s villathan the manfion of a farmer. 

Twenty-five or thirty paces from the corners of the 
houfe, he had four large barns, or warehoufes, each one hune 
dred and fifty feet long, in which he houfed his corn and 
wine. Two of them were now empty ; in the third were 
full one hundred and fifty leagers of wine ; and inthe fourth 
fifteen or fixteen hundred muds of corn, twenty-feven of 
which make a Holland lait, and eighteen a laft of the Cape: 
Each mud being calculated at one hundred and eighty, or 
ninety pounds weight Amflerdam, according as the grain be 
heavy or light. 

Between thefe he had a blackf{mith’s and carpenter’s work. 
fhop, and a cartwright’s manufaftory, together with other 
work-peuple, neceflary for fo large and troublefome a con- 
cern. But few of them were Europeans, the largeft number 
were Oriental flaves, who had coft him a great deal of money. 
Among others, he fhowed me a flave, who underftood {mith’s 
work, and making of tires on wheelbands, whom he had 
purchafed for fifteen hundred rix-dollars (upward of 300]. 
fterling.) 

A little higher up, ftood a range of buildings, calculated 
for the flaves, of whom he had full two hundred: For he 
declared to me that he did not know the exaé& number. 

Every one had a feparate brick dwelling to fleep in. Thofe 
that were married were kept apart from the others: And 
every poflible precaution was taken to prevent accidents 
by fire. 

A little farther were two 4raa’s, or inclofures for cattle : 
They were furrounded by high ftone walls, of eight or ten 
feet, and contained each about two hundred and fifty acres. 
The fheep, the horfes, and the horned cattle were arse at 
night 
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night in thefe, for fecurity againft the attacks of wild beats, 
efpecially of wolves and tigers, who do not un frequently 
makea great havoc here among the fmaller fized cattle. He 
calculated the numbers of his fheep by thoufands; and re- 
{petting his horned cattle, a fmall ; roof of the numeroulnels 
of his herds, was his informing me, in a’carelefs manner, and 
as if it were a circumitance of no confideration, that he had 
Joft one hundred and twenty head of cattle, a few days 
before, by the difeafes called the 4/aauw and tongzrehte. 

There were feveral other finaller outhoufes and offices, for 
various purpofes, relative to the economy of the farm. 
Befide this, he was owner of feven of eight other farms, upon 
which he had placed ftewards, who managed them 1n his 
behalf, upon hire. Some of thefe produced corn, fome 
wine, and fome were fimply deftined for pafturage. 

With all this, Melk could neither read nor write; bus 
having a good memory, lhe had the whole in his head of 
what was neceffary for the due management of his extenfive 
concerns, for which any other would require a number of 
pooks, anda great deal of writing. 

e was a native of Pruffia, and had arrived at the Cape, 
many years ago, in a very low ftation. Underftanding the 
burning of lime, the making of bricks, and fomething ot 
agriculture, he had-entered, as head fervant, into the fervice 
of the former proprietor of this farm, but which, at that 
time, had not by far the fame extent as at prefent. When ‘ 
his mafter died, he married the widow (which does not un- 
frequently ha ween in this country), and extending his en- 
terprizes from day to day, he at leng th obtained from the 
company, the exclufive farm for the fale of wine and fpi- 
rituous liquors, by which he cleared one hundred thoufand 
guilders (about 9000], fterling) in one year, chiefly by the 
arrival of the French fleet at the Cape. ‘This enabled him 
flill to undertake more important objeéts, fo tl 








hat he once 
’ > ’ Z ? ? 
bought up all the wine produced in the country, which 
amounted to fome thoufands of leagers. Though this did 
not conduce to the benefit of the public, oe it fuficiently 
fhows the fpirit of enterprize which animated the man. 
Two things in him excited, in particular, both my admira- 
tion and {urprize. In the fir! t place, his ftcady love for his 
Eine _ of whom he always fobke witht! ' wi ry 
King, of whom he always {poke with the deepelt refpect and 
affe€tion ; He decorated the chimney-picces, and other parts 
of the hou > W ith the arms of his fovere Igy - and cherifheda 
fond mt to his perfon. The other circumftance , 
his gratitude toward his wife, by whofe 
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means, he invariably declared, he had become the man he 
was : He would not fuffer her to be put to the leaft trouble in 
any thing, however trifling: And was anxious that fhe 
fhould live entirely at her eafe, and take every diverfion in 
her power : He even took upon himfelf the managing the 
houfes, fo that his wite had her time entirely to herfelf. 

Finding that he fpoke with much intelligence, ref{peéting 
the fituation of the country, as I, in fa&t, had been before in- 
formed was the cafe, [ afked him his opinion of the plan at 
prefent in agitation of exporting the produce of the Cape to 
Holland*. He affured me, that this would, in time, be of 
great benefit to the colony, and moit probably alfo to the 
company ; but that to effect this purpofe, other means mufk 
be put in prattice, and better arrangements made, than had 
hitherto taken place. 

In the firft place, he faid, that the company ought to ereé& 
florchoufes in various parts, where the produce of the coun- 
try could be received, from time to time, when the farmers 
had opportunities of conveying it from their farms, to thofe 
places, in the good feafon, or as foon as the harveft was got 
in, in January and February : For the rivers and roads were 
at that time the eafieft paffable: Whereas the conveyance 
was otherwife both difficult. and expenfive: And that the 
corn would ftand the company in much lefs, if this method 
were adopted. Further, that the tithes, which the company 
exatted of the corn grown, were of detriment, inftead of 
producing an advantage for the farmers; who, for inftance, 
though they grew five hundred muds of corn, only declared 
one hundred, which they fold at a high rate, while the other 
four hundred were difpofed of at amuch lower price under 
hand, by indire&t means, in order to avoid payment of the 
tithes. That the fervants of the company at the Cape, to 
whom the purchafe is confided, fhould a& more difinte- 
reftedly, and not fv arbitrarily toward the farmers, whom 
they, in faét, were even apt to defraud. That the overfecrs 
of thefe ftorehoufes would be able to avail of the beft op- 
portunities for purchafe, when the produce was at the 
cheapeft; houfing it in them, till the time of difpatching it 
tothe Cape. That, efpecially, fuch ftorechoufes ought to be 
ereéted at Moffel, or Mutcle, and Saldanha Bays, as the 
company could, 1n both places, fetch the produce, direét, by 
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to the Cape by land-carriage, where their fervants, who muft 
all derive their emolument from it, receive or rejeét it, at 
their own good pleafure. And, finally, that the Jand all 
round the above bays, was very fit for the produ&tion of 
corn: Nay, better than in other parts; fo that one mud 
fown, commonly yielded an increafe of fixty or feventy, 
while, at moft other places, between ten and twenty, and 
fometimes thirty, muds was the ufual harveft from one mud of 
feed. That the company would doubtlefs be able to pur- 
chafe wheat there at one rix-do!lar per mud; whereas they 
now paid eighteen, twenty, and fometimes twenty-four rix- 
dollars p¢r cart-load of ten muds, becaufe the conveyance by 
wheel-carriage is fo expenfive to the farmers, that they could 
not do it all, if they did not receive the above prices per 
cart-load. 





INTERESTING TRIAL 
COURT of KING’s BENCH, 
Tuurspay, May 23. 

Tuck, v. Johnfon. 


R. ERSKINE ftated, that the plaintiff, a jeweller, in 
Cockfpur-ftreet, fought by this aétion to make the dee 
fendant, Mr. Johnfon, who was a dealer in foreign liquors, 
re{fponfible for a debt contraéted by one who certainly 
deferved the appellation of acommon fwindler. This man, 
under the aflumed name of Baron Trofft, had obtained 
credit from the plaintiff toa very confiderable amount ; and 
the quettion to be tried was, Whether the plaintiff had been 
rmpofed upon by his own credulity to truft him with his 
goods, or had been induced to do fo in confequence of the 
defendant’s reprefenting him as amanof rank and fortune ? 
This was a {pecies of aétion which had not been prefented in 
a court of juftice for many years; when one of the fame 
kind was formerly attempted, doubts were entertained as to 
its being maintainable ; but when the principle of it was ex- 
amined, it was confidered as founded on reafon, juftice, and 
policy ; and fo well had the queftion been fettled, that no 
doubt could be entertained upon it. If a man falfely re- 
prefented to atradefman, that another was a man of charaéter 
aad refponfibility, and he gave him credit in confequence of 
that 
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that recommendation, the perfon making it was bound to 
indemnify him to the uttermoft farthing. 

‘The circumftances of the cafe were fhortly thefe :-- 

The defendant recommended this fuppofitious Baron 
Trofft to the plaintiff, to purchafea filver cup, and a variety 
of other articles, reprefenting him as Aid de Camp to the 
Prince de Waldeck, and that he was in this country upon a 
commiffion to purchafe horfes for the Prince’s regiment, 
ferving in Portugal. The plaintiff having taken his orders 
to avery large amount, afked the defendant whether he was 
fatisfied the Baron was fafe, and whether he fhould be paid? 
The anfwer was, that he was a man of rank and property ; 
that he knew him well, and it was a conneétion of im- 
portance ; that he had recommended ham a good cuftomer, 
fuch as he might never meet with again, and he expeéted the 
plaintiff would make him a prefent in return. The de- 
fendant of courfe was fatisfied, and executed the Baron’s 
orders to their full amount ; but when they were delivered, 
inftead of receiving cafh as he ex peéted, he was paid by a bill 
onone Mullen, of Leipfwich. Surprifed at this, he applied 
to the defendant, and afked him whether he thought the bill 
was a good one ? He replied, that he knew the Baron had 
fuch a conneétion. He farther obferved, that the Baron’s 
commiffions had drawn all his ready money out of his hands, 
and that the bill was as good as a note of the Bank of 
England. The bill was fent to Leipfwich and returned, 
no fuch perfon as Mullen living there. Upon this the 
plaintiff called upon the defendant, and told him, the Baron 
had turned out a fwindler, and he afked him how he came 
to recommend fuch a man to him? The defendant replied, 
he was forry for it; he knew he had been a gambler at Spa; 
that he had won 9909 guineas, but being determined to make 
it up 10,000, he had loft it, and all he was worth befides, in 
the attempt. 

Mr. Garrow addreffed the jury on behalf of the defen- 
dant, endeavouring to infer, as indeed the faét was, that the 
defendant, who was a very refpetable tradefman, fo fag 
from having been guily of any wilful mifreprefentation, ha¢ 
himfelf been impofed upon by the /oz-di/ant Baron, and 
{windled out of a fum of money, though comparatively 
trifling to what the plaintiff had loft. Heinfifted the defen. 
dant had recommended the Baron, under the firm perfuafion 
he was recommending a refponfible man ; and he therefore 
trufted the jury would not confider him liable to the prefemg 
atiion. 


Vor. XXXIII. et The 
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The defendant’s fifter detailed the circumftances of her 
brother’s acquaintance with the Baron. She faid the latter 
ufed to call at their houfe in a General’s uniform, and pre- 
tend he was going to wait upon the Stadtholder, or fome fo- 
reign Ambaflador, or to Court; that he deported himfelf in 
fo {pecious a manner, that no one would have taken him for 
a fwindler, and that her brother had been completely 
impofed upon. ¥: 

Mr. Laucrbach, mafter of the hotel in Jermyn-flreet, 
depoied to the fame effet. He added, that the Baron had 
borrowed ninety guineas of him after being a few days at 
his houfe. 

Mr. Erfkine faid he would not trouble the jury with any 
obfervations by way of reply. 

Lord Kenyon expreffed-1 his regret that the credulity of the 
parties had produced the ‘prefent aétion. It was impoffible 
not to be forry for both. On which ever of them the jury 
fhould fay, the lofs ought to fall, it was to be attributed 
wholly to his credulity, and in no refpeét implied any impu- 
tation of fraud. It was fome time fince the firft experiment 
in bringing an aétion of this kind had been:tried ; but the 
opinion of Weftminfter Hall had fupported out ; and truly 
glad he was it bad been fupported, for the laws were never 
better adminiilered than when their application was direfted 
to the fupport of motality, juftice, honefty, and the rights of 
fociety. Ht had been faid it was the duty of a Judge to 
enlarge the circle of the Court to cafes not ftri€tly within its 
jurifdiction ; and he admitted it was fo, when it tended to 
promote the ends of juftice. How did this cafe ftand ? 
Here was an honelt tradefiman applied to by a ftranger to 
execute lars ge e orders. Prudence fuggefted to him to make 
fome enqui ry. Perhaps this was more a every one would 
have done. There were fome men poll C was of fuch cre. 
dulity 7 tha t if a perfo: 1 came to their fhops in a General’s 
coat, they would immedi ately sive hn m cre lit.. Here the 
plaintiff hefit: ited, and applred to hig neighbour, from whom 
he received that information which esi ‘d him as to his re- 
fpontibility. He was told he was a: Baron, Aid-de-Camp to 


the Prince de Waldeck, anda man of fortunes ‘The de- 


feridant was not bound to mve anv anfwer at all. If he had 
faid he knew nothing of him, further than as he ‘appeared, 
the phaintd? would have trufed him at his peril; but when 
He was-applietl to after the Baron had gone-off, he faid he 


iew he had been a gambler ‘at Spa, and had loft all his pro- 
perty. Did not jullice require he ihould Wave communicated 
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this circumftance to the plaintiff at fir ? On the contrary, 
the reprefentation he had made was untrue, as far as came 
within his own knowledge. The confequence of having 
been impofed on, as both parties feemed to have been, mult 
be ferious to one of them; and the queftion was, who ought 
to fuffer ? His Lordfhip thought that in a cafe where a 
tradefman had advanced his goods on the reprefentation of 
another, the mind of a moral and good man could only draw 
one conclufion ; and the confequence of that muft be, that 
the defendant, Mr. Johnfon, fhould pay the plaintiff the fuil 
value of the goods of which he had been defrauded, amount- 
ing to 412].—The jury gave their verdiét accordingly. 





ANECDOTE of PETER the GREAT. 


HILST the Czar worked incog.:as a fhipwright: at 

Sardam, in Holland, to acquire that knowledge 

which muft ever cover him with immortal honour, he con- 

traéted a fort of ‘friendfhip with a blunt honetit fkipper 

named Weebes, who hada thip building there, and on which 
the Emperor occafionally worked. 

During the conftruétion of this veffel, Peter enquired of 
Weebes for which trade he intended her when ready ? and 
was anfwered by the feaman, that he had heard fo much of 
the great encouragement offered by the Czar of Mufcovy to 
thofe who frequented his new port and city, that he had fome 
thoughts of naming his fhip the St. Peterfburgh, and making 
his firt voyage there, more efpecially as that meafure was 
ftrongly recommended by his merchant, Mr. Luifes, of Am- 
fterdam, who had, in that cafe, promifed “him a letter to his 
correfpondent in Ruffia, Mr. Jeremy Meyer, who would 
procure hima good cargo.. This {cheme gave much pleafure 
to the Czar, as he tiked the man, fo that he not only en- 
couraged him in it,,but likewife gave him a letter to a parti- 
cular friend in St. Peterfburgh, who would thew him every 
civility, and make him acquainted with his family, a fet of 
plain, honeft, mercantile peop!e, who would co-operate with 
Mr. Meyer in furnifhing the cargo, and give him, for cer- 
tain, ahearty welcome, if he was not arrived to do it himfelf. 
Weebes thankedthe Ruthan fhipwright for his kindnefs with 
a hearty {queeze by the hand, and aétually did arrive at St. 
Pete: fburzh foon after the Emperor, who was working in his 
Admiralty on the fouth bank of the river, and communi- 
cating to his people the knowledge he had fo nobly acquired, 
3T 2 when 
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when a new Holland fhip faluted it, which he inflantly ‘re- 
colle&ted to be the fame he had worked on at Sardam, com- 
ganded by his. favourite tar. Peter hurried home imme- 
diately in his working drefs, a garb well fuited to the part he , 
was going to aét, and had arrived at his cottage palace, not 
far from the ‘Chan; ge, {ftill entered with reverence by thofe 
who admire real grectnefe before Weebes had got all ready 
to come on fhore. 

A Mr. Blane, Captain of the port, the fame to whom Peter 

had recommended the tkipper, went on board without difco- 

vering his funétion, and after enquiring the name of the fhip, 
&c. afked if he had not a letter for him froma friend, who had 
now got home himfelf, and would fhew him thofe civilities 
in perfon, which he had at Sardam committed to the care of 
another. Weebes was highly delighted to find he had a 
friend and acquaintance ina ftrange country, and hurried 
with Blane to fee him, after begging that gentleman to help 
him to fmuggle a few prefents to Michailof’ s family, (the 
Czar’s travelling firname.) Peter was. waiting with impa- 
tience on the quay for his debarkation, and after kindly em. 
bracing Skipper Weebes, conducted him to.his humble dwel- 
ling, which, indeed the Hollander found fo much fo, from 
the furniture and every thing around him, that he had no high 
idea of his power to procure the promifed cargo, and feemed 
foon impatient to fee Mr. Meyer, by way of having two 
ftrings to his bow. ’ 

The Czar in the meantime faid, he muft cal] his wife 
Kate, before they proceeded any further, who would be 
happy to fee a friend that had been kind to him at Sardam ; 
and that amiable Princefs appeared on being fent for, with 
refrefhments on a falver in the flile of Ruflia, 2. e. amongft 
the clafs of people the Imperial couple were reprefenting, 
and with all that native dignity and grace, for which fhe was 
fo remarkable. Weebes was more itruck with the fair Ca- 
therine than with any thing he had yet feen, and taking his 
pipe out of his mo ithe which he was fmoaking according to 
cuftom, not only only gave her a hearty {mack, buta familiar 
flap on the fhoulder, ex ‘claiming that Peter was a Jucky dog, 
and had made no bad choice. 

The prefents were now lugged out from his own and 

lane’s pockets, and thrown imto Frow’s Jap, telling her at 
the fame time that a piece of Holland in the number, would 
make fuch fhifts as never yet had covered her fair back, and 
that he would lick her lips after an excellent cheefe made by 
his own Frow for the occafion. 
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Whilft Peter and Catharine were highly enjoying this na- 
tural fcene, his favourite, Prince Menzikoff, whom none 
durft ftop, abruptly entered the room-on fome prefling bufi- 
nefs, dreffed in his ribbon, ftar, &c. and had like to have 
{poiled all, asthe fkipper jumped up, and afked the Emperor 
inawhifper, who the great man was, and what he wanted? 
“* Money,” replied Peter, in the fame low voice, “ for 
fome timber we have got from his eftate, as you know thefe 
gentlemen are always needy ;” and under pretence of pay- 
ing him, went out for a moment, and difpatched the Prince. 

lowever, he was not equally fuccefstul in keeping up the 
deception a fhort time afterwards, when the guard being re- 
lieved, acircumftance the Emperor forgot to prevent, al- 
though he had ordered it to keep out of fight, the Field-Mar- 
fhal Butterline, then Captain of the Guards, marched into the 
room, and announced the change ina loud voice of military 
etiquette, This fecond un expetted interruption overcame 
Peter’s patience, infomuch that he fo far forgot himfelf as to 
give a ftamp with his foot, which fent the Marfhal to the 
right about fafter than he came in ; but the {port was over, 
for on looking round, Peter faw his Sardam meffmate, fluck 
up againft the wall with his cap in his hand, and his pipe at 
his fect ; and all he could now fay could no longer perfuade 
him that be was the fhip-building merchant he had fo long 
pafled for ; “* No,” faid the honeft tar, “‘ I fee that I have 
been making fo free with the Czar himfelf, and am quite 
unhappy at the flap and fmackI gave the Emprefs, for it 
muift have been her whom I treated fo rudely.” Peter, aftet 
a hearty laugh, foon’ difpelled his fears, by fending for Ca- 
tharine to receive his apology, on condition he took another 
kifs at the end of it, and fiayed dinner with him, when he 
would conduét him to ’Chang-, and introduce him to his 
merchant. 
he Czar was better than his word both here‘and in Hol: 
land, for he not only prefented Weebes in perfon to Mr. 
Meyer, as his particular friend, but made him a prefent of 
his firft cargo, fending at the fame time an Imperial edi& to 
the Cuftom-houle, that the fhip St. Peterfburgh, on which the 
Czar had worked, fhould have liberty as long as fhe could 
float, to bring each voyage to the amount of a thoufand 
rubles worth of merchandize, free of all duties ;. and this 
vellel did af@tually frequent the port on thefe terms under 
three different {kippers, Weebes, Aukenzibles, and Wolken- 
veibles, the la of whom was there in her fo late as the 


year 277 6. 
Account 














434 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Account of the remarkable Occurrences which, altended-the 
Subverfion of the Ecclefaftical Government of, Rome, 
an December, 1798. 


(Continued from Page 414.) 


HE French thought proper, the day after the ceremony 

ot the federation, to make feveral alterations on the 
mode of governing Rome. The provifionary confuls were 
reduced from feven to five, in imitation of the Executive 
Direétory of France, and they were to aét under the direc- 
tion of the French General in Chief who was fixed upon 
to refide inthat city. There were nominated alfo thirty-two 
fenators and feventy-two tribunes, correfponding to the 
Councils of Ancients and Five Hundred in France. 

On the tft of April, an order came from Paris to arreft 
Jes chefs du brigade of all the corps in Rome, who had re- 
volted againft Berthier, Maffena, and others ; and they were, 
in confequence of this order, committed to the Caftle of Str. 
Angelo. This meafure created a great ferment amongft the 
troops, who were immediately beat to arms, and an harangue 
made to them by General Dallemagne, recommending fubor- 
dination and implicit obedience to the commands of the 
Direfory, fhewing at the fame time the importance of difci- 
pline, by calling to their minds the innumerable fucceffes in 
the caufe of liberty, which had been ail atchieved in confe- 
quence of their feeling the necefliy of obeying the com- 
mands of their fuperior officers. The foldiers anfwered by 
uunanimoufly fhouting “ Vive la Liberte!” “* Vive la re- 
Publique!” “* Vive la juflice !” but in the fame voice they 
as unanimonfly demanded, that that liberty they had been 
the defenders and fupporters of, through fo many dangerous 
confliéts, fhould now be extended to their officers in prifon; 
and as this conduét left no doubt of their determination of 
having their demand complied with, the General thought it 
molt prudent to wave his authority, and the officers were ac- 
cordingly fet at liberty. 

Thefe troops being foon afterwards ordered io Civita Vec- 
chia, embarked to join Buonaparte’s expedition to the eat; 
and the city of Rome was then garrifoned by Poles inthe 
French fervice. ' 

To diffufe, tn the moft extenfive manner, their favourit 
doftrine of equality, a democratical club was inftituted, and 
held in the hall of the Duke d’Altem’s palace. In the 
meetings of this club, young men were taught to fuperfede 
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the firft laws of nature in all the focial duties ; 


to lodge informations againit them, as the moft 


were thus.educated to ferve. 


lived, fo that if any riot or difturbance took place, 
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worthy the dignity of atrue republican. 


adorned with trees of liberty, fo foon there was 
difference in the air, manners, and deportment of 
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to lofe all 


refpeét for their parents and relations, and even encouraged 
éffeétual mode 
of deferving well of the newly -raifed republic; and to 
difregard what, in all refpettable focieties, is confidered as 
invaluable, namely charaéter, in order to fit them the more 
effectually to. become the faithful agents of thofe whom they 


An ediét was foon after iffued for fending away all the 
foreien clergy, as well fecular as regular, and to make the 
natives that were fuffered to remain refponfible for the 
peaceable condu& of the neighbourhood in which they 


the priefts 


were to be immediately arrefted in that diftriét, and tried fo 
their lives, asthe fuppofed authors of the infurreétion. 

By this means the clergy were rendered odious, and their 
perfonal fafety made extremely infecure, as their lives might 
juftly be confidered as put into the bands, and at the mercy 
of the moft depraved and abandoned of the loweft clafs; 
for at the moment of any dilturbance, which it was neither 
in the power of the prieft to forefee or prevent, he was im- 
mediately liable to become the vittim of any wretch, who, 
to fave. his own life, fhoulc t declare that he was ftimulated ! by 


So that, by public authority, religion, on one hand, became 
di frefpefted, and the profeffors of it made infamous ; and by 
a tolerated, if not an authorifed, Jacobin education on the 
other, all focial virtue was confidered as prejudicial to the 
intereft of the fate, and at beft a derogatory weaknefs, un- 
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fe who looked forward to promotion, re- 
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with Yearlet, by wearing their hair without powder, cut 
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LIBERTA’ O MORTE; and in order to give the face a be. 
coming fiercenefs, the beard upon the upper lip was per- 
mitted to grow, and the fide whifkers to extend towards the 
corners of the mouth : This, with the addition of a leather 
belt faftened round the middle, to which was fulpended a 
heavy {word that trailed upon the ground, made up the com- 
plete modern Roman republican. 

The ladies wore plumes of feathers of the national colours 
on their heads, either in their hair, or in caps of liberty, and 
crefled themfelves more or lefs in flefh-coloured filk (maglia?, 
in proportion to their fenfe of delicacy or decorum. 

The French themfelves appeared to me to be in nothing 
different from what they .were under their old government. 
There was the fame gaiety, the fame fondnefs for fplendor 
and fhow ; and the cloaths of the fuperior officers were par- 
ticularly elegantly gilded and embroidered; to keep pace 
with which, the carriages of the cardinals and princes 
feemed well adapted to correfpond to their republican mag. 
nificence. 

“Vith refpef to their deportment as individuals, it muft 
be acknowledged, with juftice, that they generally behaved 
with the greatelt attention and politenefs ; but as amongf 
many officers, of whom doubtlefs fome were raifed to their 
preferment from fituations not favourable to elegance of 
mauners, fo there were not wanting fome examples to dif- 
grace their military rank. Thofe quartered in the palace 
Maflimi and Villa Negroni, merit the higheft cenfure for 
their unjuftifiable conduét. 

It was not till fome months after the ingrefs of the French, 
that the Direétory fent an order to Rome, that the officer 
fhould fupport themfelves at their own expence, who had, 
till then, been extravagantly entertained by the proprietors 
of the refpettive houfes in which they were lodged ; but 
fire and candle were yet to be found them, in addition to 
their quarters. At this time wood was not to be obtained for 
moncy, and, fortunately enough, the climate and feafon 
began to make this want lefs neceffary than it had been ; 
however, thefe gentlemen would feel no inconvenience; 
and toadd to that, whiclt they had been the caufe of, they 
cut up the chairs and tables with their {words for fuel, and 
to mark more flrongly their malevolent difrefpe‘t, they put 
the wax-candles onthe hearth to melt before the fire, that 
they might have a pretext fooner to call for others. 

(Ta be continued.) 
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An ANECDOTE. 
R. SUCKLING, a clergyman of Norfolk, having 


a quarrel with aneighbouring gentleman, who infulted 
him, and at laft told him, “ Doétor, your gown is your pro- 
teétion,” replied ‘“‘ It may be mine, but it fhan’t be your’s ;” 
pulled it off, and thrafhed the aggreffor. This anecdote is 
told bythe late Hon. Horace Walpole. 
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Anfwer, by Thomas Jarvis, of Malborough, to N. Howard's 
Rebus, inferted March 11, 





OUR curious rebus I infpe&ied— 
The REMORA I foon deteéted. 





Anfwer, by C. Heath, of his Majefty’s Cutter Nimble, te 
F. Gidley’s Rebus, inferted April 1, | 


VER will memory’s page contain the name 
Of glorious Nelfon, England’s gallant fon | 
And fame relate, as Britons may with woe, 


Brave WESTCOTT fall’nin Neptune’s watry urn, 


*x* We have received the like anfwer from R. Maffett, 
of Cargreen; W. Hoare, jun. of Dean Prior; Serjeant Ath, 
of the Exminfter Volunteer Affociation; Anna, of Wel- 
lington; X. Y. Z. of Crediton; W. Bickham, jun. of Ath- 
burton; W. Brock, of Evercreech; W. Glaffon, jun. of 
Crowan; P. Gove, of Exeter; and N. T. Carrington, of 
Plymouth Dock. 





A CHARADE, by 7. Gidley, of Dean Priar. 


HENwild defpotic winter reigns, 
And ftorms fucceflively arife; 
When mighty fnows o’erflow the plains, 
And dreadful thunders rend the fkies, 
When thefe tempeftuous feenes you view, 
Think on my firft, his. wretched ftate ; 
Enough toturnthe ftouteft heart, 
And move him to commiferate. 
My next you quickly will unfold, 
A circle will the fame reveal : 


Vou, XX XIII. 3U 
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Both parts combine, you will behold, 
The place which I ftrive to conceal. 











A REBUS, /y W. Hoare, Jun. of Dean Prior, 


AIL lively fpring! thou vivyfying pow’r! 
All nature {miles beneath thy genial fkies; 
Behold my firft a variegated flow’r, 
Blufhing with crimfon and purpulean dyes. 


White gentle breezes, and ‘propitious gales, 
Waft fragrant odours o’er the {miling plains ; 

And the fond lovers wander round the vales, 
Damon reclin’d beneath my next complains. 


The perfidy of fome capricious fair, 
He mourns in folitude, with doleful ftrain ; 
Who vow’d my third eternal and fincere, 
But now rejects his offers‘with difdain. 


Malignant fourth! the viétims of thy rage 

Lie ftrew’d o’er nature’s blood-polluted face ; 
As in the prefent, fo in every age, 

Thou ft wreak’d thy fury on the human race. 


Defcribe that kingdom, where eternal day 
Diffes glories which exclude the night ; 
Where feraphs pure their golden wings difplay, 

And faints enjoy ineffable delight. — 


Malicious next! of mutual blifs the foe, 
May all deteft thy execrable name ! 

How bleft are thefe whofe hearts in union glow ! 
How kind, fince lit by friendfhip’s facred flame. 


My next is tranfient and precarious too ; 
Yet heedtefs mortals revel in excefs; 
How few, alas! afliduoufly purfue 
What would promote their temp’ral happinefs. 


Alas! my laft, I mourn thy haplefs fate, 
Expatriated from thy native home; 

While friends and relatives commiferate 
Thy fad condition, and bewail thy doom. 


A rev’rend bard, whofe works are much admir’d, * 
I’ve juft conveal’d beneath a faint difguife ; 

Ye active youths! by.emulation fir’d, 
Superior merit thall obtain-the prize, 
6 ' POETRY. 
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SSIST ye Nine! whileI attempt to fing, 
The vary’d beauties of tne genial fpring; 
Again retun’d iilumines Albion’s ifle, 
And decks all nature with its wonted {mile, 
.It comes attended by che foft’ring gale, 


And numerous flowers their fragrant {weets exhale, 


In lovely verdure fee the hills around, 

And every view with vernal tints are crown’d¢ 
The woods, the dales, and the umbrageous grove, 
Where warbling fongfters tune their notes of love, 
And, fill’d with joy, from {pray to {pray remove. 


With mufic now the groves and vallies ring, 
The blackbirds whiitle, and the woodlarks fing. 
Soon as Aurora gilds the eaftern tkies, 

Then from the plains behold the lark arife, 
Towering he pours his long forgotten lay, 
And joyful hails the infant dawa of day. 
Each eve the nightingale renews her ftrains, 
Aad fofteft mufic echoes thro’ the plains. 


Behold fair Flora! with her gilded train, 
Bedeck the beauteous gardens, groves, and plains; 
The {now-drop firft litts ap its head to view, 

And next the crocus clad in golden hue; 

The daify, primrofe, and the lily white, 

Unfold their beauties, and attraét the fight ; 

The polyanthos, clad in motley hue; 

‘The gay aaricula, embroider’d view, 

The itrip'd carnation, and the blathing rofe, 
With vary’d ftocks, their od’rous fweets difclofe, 
Their wafted {cents on airy pinions play, 

And fragrant odours fill the breath of day. 

Behold the fower ftalking o’er the plaia, 

With lib’ral-hand commits the faithfal grain 
Into the bolom of ‘the fruitful foil, 

And prays that Heaven may recompence his toil, 
To biefs the earth with copious fhowers of rain, 
And heal the glebe, aad cheer the hills and plain. 


How pleafant now to rove the enamell’d mead, 
Where peaceful flocks in {weet contentmént feed, 
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And view the lambkins, fill’d with fportive glee, 
Wantonly frifk, in artlefs jollity ; 

And hear the feather’d choir their fonnets fing, 
While groves and vales with rural mufic ring ; 
To view the cloudlefs arch in brighteft blue, 
Smile on the {cene, enliv’ning nature’s hue. 


Thefe pleafing profpects Britons now enjoy, 
No foes invade, our comforts to deftroy. 
How bleft are we, compar’d to other lands, 
Where dreadful flaughier wide its jaws expands! 
Where fruitful plains to defolation hurl’d, 
And bloody Mars his banner {till unfurls. 


P. GOVE, Exeter. 
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On the DECEASE off a FRIEND. 


ww. haughty chieftains from the blood-ftain’d car, 
(Whom high ambition bids their banners rear) 
Fall victims to the horrid rage of war— 

If fuch demands the mufe’s facred tear— 


Then fhall the not lament his lofs fincere 
Where genuine merit calls the tribute forth? 
Drop o’er his grave the unaffected tear, 
And raife a figh to his departed worth ? 


His manly form was bleft with every grace, 
Improv'd by candour and a generous mind ; 

While iweet complacency adorn’d his face, 
His bounteous heart to charity inclin’d, 


Juft as the fun at eve with milder rays, 
Declines ferenely down the fertile weft ; 

Juft fo (his heart being fraught with con{cious eafe), 
He funk to rife to his eternal reft. 


Yet! while his deareft relatives deplore 

The awful mandate that requir’d his breath ; 
Let this reflection mitigate their woe, 

«* To enter life we firft mafi pafs thro’ death.” 


Know that, this fhort, this tranfitory fcene, 
Has but a frail, unfettled, fleeting date ; 

Where troublous cares inceffant intervene, 
Probation only for a future ftate. 


We traverfe thus life’s little bounded fea, 
And tempeft beagen thro’ our coarfe we ply; 
*Till by death's awful gulph we make our way 
To th’ boundlefs ocean of eternity. 
GEQ. HAZEL. 


St. German’ s-/chool, April 29; 1799: 
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